7 


wi 


4 


A 


r 


— 


. I 
£2 
VP 
1 
5 


8 : 1 
£20 F 


the author 


om 


n 


1 


— 


SS 


— 


33 


= 
i 


* 
" 
3 ; 


A 


x 


4 
4 


2 


* 


* 


8 


n 


zi | P3216 1 16, 
10 A 5 


1 


7755 
5 e 


5 
* 


— 4 


3 2 * " 


LE, 


| A4 *. * 1 
ferent humours and princh 
N in | ed the matter app 


generally louder. 
© the e amour 


. 


ſtand, 


5 
* 


95 "not to e 
any m us, | 


Ar RT 


ra 
WO JR 7, 


To 


2 


rr 


=: an 025  conſiftin c 


1 t 4 2M 1 8 
Ken of Mr Gilleſpie, did ſo out of mere lenty 
and wantonneſs, without weighing the 1 — 
Fully in all its gonſequences, and without 
determined to act the part they did from A W 
regard to the principles and conſtitution of this 
church. And yet the talk of a number of 
ple ſince that time, and ſome pamphlets that 
* been publiſhed upon the ſubject, will con- 
vince any one, that they have formed the'harſh 
and uncharitable judgment, that conſcience was 
entirely on one ſide in this queſtion, and on the 
© other nothing but youth, folly, imprudence, 
pride, Gc. That we may underffan how! 
this matter, and be determined to judge wi 
ſome degree of charity, We will take a ſhort. 
view 25 our * conſtitarion ; | from bene it muſt 
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of e 1175 5 ini to toi diſci-' 
- Pline. A certain numbet of thoſe Sellions make 
up a Prefbytery ; in which every Miniſter, and 
one 'Elder from. every Seſſion, are Members. 
Their buſineſs is, to decide in alt refetences and 
" Spa from the Seſſions, to judge in ſcandals 
that are of a heinous nature, to licenfe ſtudents, YO 
to ordain Miniſters in their patticolat bounds ;. 
And to them it prop erly belongs co take every 
hy 'previous to ſuch ordination. A Provincial. 
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der choſen for that effect from each Scſſion, 
They again judge in all N and appeals 
from''the'Preſbyteries, and infped their con- 
duct. The General Aſſembly conſiſts Of a cer⸗ 
tain number of Miniſters and Elerg from eve 
Preſbytery, and of Elders choſen from the Royal 
Boraughs and Colleges,” \ Their buſineſs is, ta 
enact Jaws for the governm ient of the Match," 
to judge in all references and. appeals from | 
Synods and Prefbyteties,"and to determine 
nally, ig all . Roo rH $ are I 
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nent; to which the were averls, thinking 
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1 16; 8 4. 1 
- kawoukd be Followed: with bad conſequences z 
. what is the part which it becomes them to act? 
On the one hand, they have the orders 'of the 
lupreme court, to whoſe: decifions they have 
promiſed fubjeftion; on the other, they are 
convinced intheis judgment; that ſuch a ferthe- 
ment; will have bad effects, If their opinion 
| Ia no farther than this; that the ſettlement is 
1nexpe cnt; in chat baſe I think” they are bound 
to ſubmit to the judgment of their! ſuperiors, 
And the truth is, that all our opinions with re- 
ſpect to the expediency/or inexpediency of ſet- 
ents; muſt be doubtful in their own nature; 
for ſometimes we find ſettlements which we call 
violent ones turn out extremely well. A man 
ſhould likewiſe carefullyattend here tothe nature 
of the, oppo fition'; which the peoph | 
make to an candidate; whethen their 
are well 8 have any y-thi: 8 Wastl in | 
them ; or whether it is all nds amour and 
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prejudice; whether the oppofirion has heen in- 
duſtrioufly ſtirred up by ſome few factious per- 
ſons who had particular views: and in this caſe 
he will have the unreaſonable caprice of the 
people to weigh in the. ſcale againſt the judge 
ment and authority of the ſupreme court, to 
which he his vowed obedience. In civil cauſes 
the procedure. of the judges is quite clear. The 
Sheriff of a county; for inſtance, pronounces 
ſentence (according to his confcience) in a'p par- 
ticulat plea. His ſentence is appealed from to, 
the Lords of Seſſion. They feverſe the: ſens 
* and order the ſame „ to! put theirs 
| into 


Pay to, public authority in vl, 


into execution. And the truth is, 
- doubtful, 0 à man ma DP tand 


| ferahl Y to our own: particular jud Np ie 155. . 
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be wrong, the judgment of our ca ans = 2 


cilion. of the. N ourt which we 
lubjetted ourſclyes, ought to. determine is 


inion. So far ſhould, privat 15 1755 S 
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jeties; and wit out this no ſoci 788 5 
ſably ſubſit. It will be faid 1 055 hg Mi . 

may not only think that a 5 
5 1 not to be 1 w 
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God or man! 1 Ia man, avin 
all due pains to, inform Baek , wing . 
weighed the conſequences or each fide, ſha] be _ 
fully convinced, that he cannot with a good 
eqnſeience concur in any particulat ſettlemept, 
without all doubt e net to do it. For. 


it is in tlie power of no ſociety. under heben, 
to force any man to act contrary. to che dictates * 

of. his. own mind. But when A. man is in this, . 
ſituation, what is the candid, ;the, zonelt part, 
| which it becomes him to. 26 . 
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hand, he has 1 Dons 10 the 1 :Þ 
he knows, t the , Without th big obedience, «th, 4 
conſtitution of the church of Scotland is broken 
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of à ſoeiety, While he is livitig in a Nate 6 
re iGo, as it were, to its g ernment! No; 
ſurely. It becomes him hurt to. repreſen 
- Hs om the difficulty he is in betwixt | 


8 can remove his ſeruples, allis well; but if the) 
cannot, and ſtill inſiſt on hid. | 
oy this they may do accord 


draw himſelf from that ſociety, to' bew 11 
en ſituation, that he 601d pot in con- 
TROTIER! 


| farther trouble. ths 


phe of banging one's 25 Sy it w 
that there is no other part 4 for a man of real. 
candor and integrity to act. 1 know it will „ 
ald here, That the church's infiſting upon a 
man's giving obedience 1 in ſuch a ſituation” = 


FD $7 be ſhown' to het members in 'ſuc 
_ 7 caſes. But here the queſtion returns, 
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ts own mind. What then ſhould his 0 1 
6? "Ought he to ſtay in a fociety, and rep tlie 
privileges of it, While he cannot eee 3 it f 
Taws ? ought he. to profeſs himſelf a men 


conſcience on the one hand, and that al- 
Keb he owes them on the other. If they 


iving obedience, | 
to their Tar 


iences), he duglit, as an honé man, to 10 
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ey them, and to o give” the church no 


lg! A 


5 7 
CITE? 3 2 hay FEE LY! 492 1 rt 
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attempted to e ridiculed, by a ap ply plying ro it the. 
ll be found, 


tron, alid that her conſtitution can & 
very well maintained though e ſhould 
extraordi- 


e indulgence or not? None, . | 
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4 the ſüöpteme court. And they may 5 
and be fully ſatisfied in their c 5 ciences, — 4 5 5 
que deliberation, that ſuch-indu ence would be 
followed with the worſt of 5 
the caſe, that a man was always at Ader to diſ- 
obey, and to plead co 


vinced in his conſcience that he ought to prea 


n q : Re ty a; 


Was 5 e that 
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en 


t 3 


ences: Put 


ſcience, and to remain! in 
the church, and that he ought to be indulged, 
what would follow? | Every man, when he is __ 
licenſed: or ordained, ſigns the Confeſſion-'of 
Faith; he declares je! to be the confellion* of 
his faith. "Afterwards h 


e changes his" opinion 
he thinks it contains ſome errors; and he/is con- 


againſt them. And fure there is more 
conſcience in matters of faith, than there can be 
with — the expediency or inexpediency of | 
a ſettleme Wade I would gladly aſk, What 

ſhall be dons with ſachs man? May it not be 

ſaid, He acts according to his conſcience, let him 
be indulged? But does not every man ſee; that 
this would tend to the diſſolution of our ſociety 


altogether; and that, in time, we might have 


men who would preach: againſt Chriſtianity it- 
ſelf, and declare they did ſo from conſcience? 


Accordingly, ſuch indulgence as this which the 


dient brethren claim, was never pled for 
in any hereſy- proceſs. Fhe defender never ap- 
peared at the bar of our courts, and declated, 
that in conſcience he could not reach the 
doctrines of the Confeſſion” of Faith, and BY lat 
the church ought not ani i i {> No 
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that his words were miſtonſtructe 0 ih he 
believed the whole doctrine contained in the 
Confeſſion of Faith. Suppoſe, in a particular 
patiſh, a man is charged with ſome crime or o- 
ther; the Seſſion ſuſtain the proof, and ordain 
him to profeſs his repentance before the con- 
gregation ; he judges himſelf leſed, and appeals 
rom them; it comes at laſt before! the General 
Aſſembly; they reverſe the ſentence; and find 
the man — guilty. The pariſh however are 
deeply convinced of his guile; the Miniſter is ſo 
likewiſe ;| he thinks the man's being acquit will 
hurt the intereſts of religion in his bounds; it will 
open the mouths of the people againſtthe chui 
it will provoke ſome of them to ſecede: th 
fore, in his conſcience, he refuſes ſubjeAion; 
he ivſiſts-on' the 1 fore s being guilty, and on his 
giving ſatisfaction. In ſhort; if; once 11 — wi 
mitted, that — ate e rcd Ain diſobe 
dience when they plead e conſcience 
we ate convinced: their plea is ſincess nd 
they ought to eontinue In theichugch white t ny 
rebel againſt her laws; our ſociety is ſurely | 
ſolved; we are no more than a ſt of — | 
dents; and, in all matters of doctrine, diſci 5% on 
and government, we will be like the children 
of 1/rae}, every man will do that which is right 
in his own eyes. + But, as was ſaid before, when 
à man's conſcience weighs with him againſt the 
deciſions of the ſupreme court, and he cannot 
as an honeſt man give obedience; then, as an 
honeſt man, he * 1 himſelf * 
9 -4ahas 


. Sf re Pe , . ß ie ie, 


1 nin 8 1 dd, Tu * Randing 55 0 
65 the church are againſt violent . S 
that every man' enters. * the church in the 
faith that her principles are of ſuch and ſuch a 
nature; that therefore, When any degiſion in a 
particular cauſe contradicts the eſtabliſhed rules 
and principles of this chureh, that in this caſe 
Preſbyteries are not bound to give. obedience. It 
is confeſſed weighs that the church has a power 


to reverſe her. laws; but; then thoſe acts to 
— — _ ne inttlements, newer nagar 
Nn r 945 ; 
| _ the: a a had 


Pins in this  queſtio 
FOE particular "Ew ſpecifying exactly v * | 
concurrence in a was neceſſary in — 4 
to the ſettlement of ia. Miniſter taking place a- 
mong them: and yet, upon inquiry, it will be 
found that this is far more vague and undeter- 
mined than is imagined; nor will we be able to 
diſcover any one act of Aſſembly, making it 
neceſſary that the conſent of the majority of 
the congr tion ſhould be had before the 5 
church proceed: to che proper nr It is * 75 


21 
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: liq by the authority of the church; * 
on the contrary, relate to 5 Epiſcopal Miniſters in 
_ truding themſelves upon congregations, contrary 
to the laws both of church and ſtate. That 
this was truly the caſe, will be evident from the 
r acts. Aſſembly 1694, Act 16. It 
is recommended to the commiſſioners of Aſ- 
| 6 ſembly, and committee for the north, re- 
«- ſpective, to make inquiry into unwarrantable 
“ and illegal intruſions; and to apply to the 
* Lords A Privy Council, to declare the intru- 
& ſion, to the effect ak kirks intruded into 
“might be orderly planted by their Lordfhips 
“ aſſiſtance. Aſſembly . Act 18. Preſ- 
byteries are appointed © to ſend in tou the 
« Commiſſion an account of ſuch Miniſters or 
Preachers as intrude into-pariſhes, that appli- 
cation may be made to the government for 
« removing them according to law. Aſſembly 
1715, Act 15. The ſeveral Preſbyteries and 
4 brethren in thoſe countries where Popery 
abounds, or where Epiſcopal preachers do 
« intrude into pariſnes, churches, manſes, or 
©. glebes, are appointed to ſend in to the Lord 
« Juſtice: Clerk, Cc. From all which it is 
evident, that the intruſion complained of in 
I thoſe acts, was not a Miniſter's being ſettled by 
i = authority of the church contrary to the will of 
{011 the congregation,” but to Epifobpal Miniſters 
1 forcing themſelves i into eee nen 
to nne bam >: n AGE» 
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BY Iwis indeed to be acknowledged, that the! - 
act of Aſſembly 1736, and the acts to which it 
refers, point againſt a Miniſter's being ſettled” 
contrary to the will of the congregation; yet 
in none of thoſe acts is it declared what ſfiall 
be deemed a ſufficient concurrence in ordet to 
the ſettlement's taking place, or that the conſent 
of the majority of the congregation is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary thereto. The firſt to which 
the Act 1736 refers, is the Act 1575, contain- 
ed in the ſecond book of diſcipline, and runs 
thueks \6.{n\hi>ofdioar: election, it is to be 
« eſchewit, that na perſon be intruſit in ony of 
« the offices of the kirk contrar to the will of 
the congregation to whom they are appoĩnt-· 
ed, or without the voce of the elderſhip.”” 
The nt act to which it refers, is the 1638; 
which is as follows. Anent the preſenting 
<. either of paſtors or readers, and ſchoolma- 
ſters, to particular congregations, that there 
* reſpect had to the congregation; and 
e perſon be intruded in any office of 


I the kirk contrary to the will of the congre- 


gation to which they are ap inuten The 
1 Aſſembly alloweth this article. The act 
1715, pr. thr by the act mel eee a 


memorial drawn up by the Commiſſion 17% 


which was preſented to the miniſters of ſtate, 
repreſenting the grievances under which the 
church laboured by reaſon of ſome acts of par- 
liament, and —— one reſtoring the power 
oF e Wine relates to this, | is . 
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ants 70 205 By the * 2 ring the 
power ntations to patrons, the legall 
0 V eltab liſned conſtitution of this church _— 
\ - "WM tered i in a TY: important P 34 and, while | 
it appears equitable 3 in itlelf, and agreeable 
Ito the liberty of Chriſtians, and a free peo- 
ple, to have intereſt in the choice of thoſe 
40 to: whom they uſt the care of their ſouls, 
2 hardſhip * Sho impoſed. Ne ſo 
tender a; point, an at t equently — 
t trons 3 N roperty nor be 
*in the pariſhes, Oc.“ Ad: with reſpect to 
the act 1736, it is worded in the following 
manner. 'The General Aſſembly, conſidering 
25 N it tie and ne -e reforma- 
5 aciple of this church, That no 
be intruded into any pariſm 
y to the will of the congregation, do 
. ore ſeriouſly recommend to all judica- 
«-rures of this church, to have a due regard to 
the ſaid principle in planting vacant congre- 
46 pations; and that all ande un ae be at pains 
e to bring about harmony and unanimity in 
congregations, and to avoid every thing that 
may excite or encourage unreaſonable ex- 
4 ceptions in people againſt a worthy perſon 
C that may be propoſed to be their Miniſter in 
<-the preſent ſituation and circumſtances of the 
church, ſo as none be intruded into ſuch pa- 
riſhes z as they regard the glory 3 11 
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preſsly req quired, that before a Miniſter is 'f 
by the 3 of the congregation is to 
demanded; and it is farther implied, that if they 
can offer any ſolid abgetan nd ſuch a wan 
being theic Miniſter, then the ſettlement ſhall 
not . place. But it is by no means ſpecified 
how great the concurrence ſhould be; or thar 

poſition, even from the wa hour of the con 
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0 gregation, ſhall be - ee their ob⸗ ] 
- | Jeftions be ſolid, and 4 nls they Fl verified, 

e | And that this hath been both the end andithe - 

o practice of the church, will be evident from : 
g the 3 acts. Firſt: Book of Diſcipline, a 
g A 4 ſpeaking of _ ing of a Miniſter, it 9 
= aid, r ound whalſom e 
o K and abie ta inſtrutt the n le; and _ _ % 82 
h * church: juſtly: can reprebend nothing 3 => 

0 Ke, Utterance; e 

sf « the. chunt which before was deſtitute, 

o | «reaſonable, if they refuſe him whom: the 

- | <4 church did Foe and that ſhould; b 

s | © compelled by the cenſure of the council and 

n „ church to receive the perſon appointed and 

ir approved by the judgment of the godly and 

— 1 learned; unleſs that the ſame church have 

n preſented a man better or as well rd to 

n | & the examination before that this foreſaid tr 

0 „% was taken of the perſon preſented) by the = 


4 e council of the ate church. As for ex . 


d | &-ample, the council of the church preſents to 
b & any church: a man to be their was vis not 
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«the mean time the church ĩs provided of anos 
ben ther, ſufficient in their judgment for that 
« charge, whom they preſent to the learned 

. & Miniſters and next reformed church to be 
«examined ; in this cafe, the preſentation of 
e the people to whom he ſhould be appointed 
10 paſtor, muſt be preferred to the preſentation 
< of the council or greater church, unleſs the 
< perſon preſented by the inferior church be 
«judged unable of the regiment by the learned. 
« For altogether this is to be avoided, that any 
« man be violently intruded or thruſt in up 
all care muſt) be reſerved to every ſeveral 
ae church, to have their votes and ſuffrages in 
s election of their Miniſters. But violent in- 
4 truſion we call not, hen the council of the 
66 church, in the 2 100 God, and fo or the ſalva- 
at tion f the people, offereth unto them a ſufficient 
e auto 4 857 them, whom they ſhall not be for- 
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IN the act of Aſſembly 1649, where thi 
method of calling Miniſters is ſpecified, (which 
was; by the Preſpytery ſending ſome to preach, 
and the Seſſion making the election in preſence 

of the congregation), the following caſe is ſta+ 

ted. /3tio, But if it ſhall happen, that the 
| «the perſon agreed upon by the Seſſion, in 
— 4 rhatcaſe'the matter ſhall be brought unto the 
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becauſe in the following year tlie power of pa- 
22 Was. reſtored), it ia reſolved] That be- 
i fotę the Freſbytery proceed to L tle the 

con” 


14 „church tan guam j ure tn, they: 

. timk to deal with, the pariſit cat 
2 thejr-conifent to a praſÞyterialeall; edel 
«theres no hope ef ſocceſs, hen pille ref 
ts, bytaty: tnay Prokesd deo the Jajd: 
„But if aby "of; the: 
1 f Hanilics, cen-Perſorin ,of goed: Inputatioti 
« in tlie pariſſi, compear before the PretÞytery, 
& and-ofter ſufficient objections againſt the 
+ ſbm to br ſettled, 46 16 his orthodoxy, 
« ratute, life and converſation, or eher minl- 
& ſterial qualifications; the Preſpytery. before 
a they dme © he! or yay en we 
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Lie the hetitors ob the ſald pariſl (being Proteſts 


0 ants) / And the'elders, are td name 
« yoon the perſon to the Whole cbnb1 

O be either af pprov en of diſapproven b them, 

< to the effect the affair may be cogrialced 
© on by the FreſÞytery of the bounds; at whoſe 
< Judgrede;1and 'byrwhoſ&dererininaten, the 
* calling and entry e eee 
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FRO all whith 2058 it. if eudent, that even 
when pätrenages were uboliſhed, the people 
power of election A due reſpect in- 
deed wab to he had uno them: they had the 
power of diſſentingg und the Preſbytery ere 


26)! ar 1, 2 the reiſdns of their oppoſition, 


ere Tae d, and to proceed 
. * power of 33 was in the 
hands of t ePreſbytery, Hetitors,-aind Seſſion; 


and by nd rule were they bound to gratify even 


the majority of the —— ation, Unlels they 
bad ben objeAions as were 12 by the Preſ⸗ 


bytery keletant. If this was the caſe: then 
when paxronages were aboliſhed; now that they 
are reſtored;'it is'eaſy'to ſee how much the 
church I | be ſtraitened;v betwixtithe law on 


the one hand, and the humour of the people 
on the ober. And as the people ought not 


to indulge themſelves” in unreaſonable prejudi- 


ces agammſt a man whom the church has jud- 
_*ged Qualified to labour among them; ſo they 
: "na Hot to be PMNS in ſuch wanton op- 


poſition 
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it was in the power of the church, if the flame 
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preſented. Our - forefathers, as well as wey 


oomplained of the law of patronage; but; at 
the ſame time, while it took Place, they ac 


not mint themſelves at liberty wanto pet, ops . 
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tions in the office of 
we have the following 


* cauſe by preſentations many 4araibly..are, 4 


« thruſt into the mĩniſtry, and upon eon 


« tions that utter thereafter chat they mere not. 1 


called by God; it 
none ſeck preſen 


« advice of the Prefbytery within: the boun 


tations to benefices, withoi : 


rl” 


« whereof the benefice is; and — : ; | 
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eing our ir Htuation; Is a 4 856 it 
how they will anſwer to God or their wn con- 


6 ſciences, who have been induſtrious in raiſing 


and encouraging prejudiees againſt candidates 


every way well qualified} and who have'indu- 


oed the — claim à pbwer whibh the law 


has 3 ven thein, and to cry out againſt the 


cauſe ſhe did not do what was alto- 


gether impratticable. And let either the peo- 
ple of a particular congregation, or a Preſbyte- 
ry, conſider how they will be able to vindicate 
themſelves; in giving: wanton oppoſition to a 
ſettlement, when they have no obſections a- 


inſt the fe or doctrine of the preſentee; and 
wiaPreſbytery can in this caſe rebel 2 againſt 
che orders of the ſupreme court, by refuſing ta 


ſettle one: whp:is found qualified, ad ahl 


whom 3 made. It is a ſad 


evidence that the goſpel ĩs too too much deſpi⸗ 
ſed e amongſt us becauſe of its plenty, when 


people chefiſſi ſuch uhreaſonable humours, and 
| when Preſbyteries give them any countenance 


in them. And though it might be evident, 
that a ſettlement would be followed::with bad 


_ conſequences; that it would diſperſe the con 


gregation j yet from hence does this evil flow. 
and who: are to be charged wirh it? Not the 
church: for ſhe cannot alter the law of the 
_ and tetnibicacdered herſelf, in taking 


cara 


able oppoſition; their blood is 
unreaſonable men, are to break their ordina-' 
tion-vows, and rebel againſt the orders of the 
ſupreme court, which muſt overthrow our con- 


ſtitution altogether; for in this ral better 


that one cotrupt member ſhould be nel, 
amm body ih as e hat "0 | 
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and that obedience due from-inferioricour 
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letter from ſotme Miniſters in Eugland to the 


Afſembly qe "ra hey 18 anſwer — 


thereto. 
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evils ate better ene in their firſt begin 


4 ning, than after they 'have once taken deep 
% rot; therefore we: whoſe names are here 


e under written, in behalf of ourſelves, and „ 
others, Miniſters of the Church of 


of man 
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commend to your con- 


wo nee 


„ Kent, which you 1 


ſettled. The e en 55 at = ee 7 
people, or the apitators of the people; Wh? 
have ſtirred them up to a wanton and unreaſon- 
"their own” 
heads: and no Preſbytety, for the fake of ſuth 
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ec cc f bis infinite g goodneſs, raiſed: up aur 


hopes of removing the yoke of Epiſcopaty, 
® (undet which we have ſo long groned), ſun- 


«.-dty other forms of church- government are 
by ſundry ſorts of mien — to be ſet 
up in the room thereof; one of which, a- 


3 others, is of . brethren that h 


the whole power of church: government, ad 7 


fall acts therennto appertaining, (as election, 


% erdiriation,” and depoſition: of officers, with 
« admiſſion, excommunication; and abſolution 
„of members), are, by divine.-ordinanae;: in 
« foro externo, to be decreed by. the moſt voices 
mm and of every particular congregation; 
* which, lay re. ey s eur ee of a 
„ panticulat church e er of- 


olemn wb. be reſerved to pros offi- 
« /cers (as ſervants of thie ſaid church), if they 
4. have any; or if none, then io be 18 
ed by ſome; ailier members not in office, 
3 thin; the ſaid church ſhall appolnt — 
a unto; and that ebery of the ſaid particular 
Vcongregation (Whether they conſiſt of few 
Or many members, and be furniſhed with 
4 -officers or not) wfully may and ought to 
1 tranſact, determine, and execute all matters 
«, pertaining to the government of themſelves, 
4 amongſt and within themſelves, without any 
4 Werne e deere not conſultatory) con- 


eurrence or in ition of any other per- 
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_ .«|condbce:much, by the bleſſing: of God, to to 
ce the ſettling of this qveſtien amengſt us,; 
&{:therefore we do carheſtij intreat che lame at 
&,your hands; and that ia; much tl ba gather 
as ibecaule we: ſometimes hear from | 9 of, the 5 
e aforeſaid judgment, that ſeme, famohstand 6 
« minent biethren amongſt yeulſelyesdo, lome- . 
665 What incline unto at: probation, af,.that | 
een of e N S113. N eee 1 
9 0 1 900 10 16 . lag 8 o 19904. 
* Tux * the Aſſemb ly ia, les. 
i Concerning the different forms of chch- 
 :6government projeied by Mn for of; men 
to be ſet up in place of; np 5 
* which We traſt 18 bro 2 . 
ant muſt; tonfeſs, that wege not. 1 
grieved, that any godly; Miniſters; apd.bre- 
— 3 ſhould be found ho de not a 9 
other reformed kirks in the point of govern 
% ment, as well as in the matter of d 
16 and worſhip; and that We wan 


on % own fears, = where the hedge of, diſci- | 


ce tliat your: judgment in this Cal Day „ | 


dt bot our 


bs, + pline and; 80 ernment is different, the goe- 45 | s 6 


44, tine and worſhip ſhall not long continge he 
% ſame without change: yet edο not mar 

40% n that particular kirks and congr . — 

e which live in ſuch places 38 3; they, can 

_ - <4, conveniently have no dependence upc 2 
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they not conſidering, that, ig a —— or 
en m profeſſing the ſame religion, thego- 


« vernmetit of the kirk by compound Preſpy- 

ries and Synods, is a help angſtrength, and 
5 Dot a hindrance and prefidice to ee 
ations and Elderſhips in all the parts 


« Atid-Bynods are not an extrinſical power fet 
oer pantedbe bite Uke unto Epi. re 


mite; they being no mote to. be reputed. 


of "HON unto the particular kicks, nor de 

power of b oe) or convention of e- 
| hi $ andicines:have their 
n delegates, is to be meld extrinſical to 
A ang FREY af "ſhire or city/77 og 
10 Sencing to — Ggler ef ale Reßormed kirks, 
«and the ordinance of God im his word, not 
err! execution of eccleſiaſtical 
ower and authority,” but the whole ads and 


1e 


4 exerciſe thereof do properly belong unto the 


e Offieers of the kirk; 


irk; yet ſoʒ that, in matters 
oftance; the tacit conſent of 
the con: egation be had before-their decrees 
„and ſentences ſhall receive their final execu- 

© tion; and that the officers” of a particular 

& cg gregation may not exerciſe this power in- 
Ts but with ſubordination unto 
greater Preſbyteries, and Synods provincial 
tional; which, 5 they orep reſenta- 
as | | © tives 


«/ ther eee erhir 
determination, when they -proct 
« whether in cauſes | common to * — 
cou the kirks, or in cauſes | brought before 
, them by appellations or references from the 
« infeflor' on the caſe” of aberratlon of the 
4e inferior; is: to the ſeveral” ung ions au- 
* thoritative and obligatory; dt U 
9 46 tory hal And this depe ans yh Y 


« to other "mee or to = a * — 8 
66 kor reformation, and for the preſeryation of 
peace and truth, againſt ſchiſm, herel 7 cok 
66 3 which is the ſweet fruit of this go⸗ 
4 
* which we have Found in aneient ap * * 
* perience; but alſo to be grounded upon the 
« word of God, and to be conform to the pa-. 
© tern of the primitive and apoſtolical kirks; 
66- 22 ieee which "neither 2 the 1 kinks” 


were we able fo! 17 time to o preſerve wink” ; 
a 2 amongſt us. In this form of 
. Kirk- government our unanimity and harmo- 

; ide mercy of God, is 10 f Il _ 5 
(e Her tet „that all the me ee of this Aſl 4 | 
IE” have declared themſelves to» be of 

* heart and of one ſoul; and to be no leſ pe 
*'ſyaded that it is of 3od, than that E 
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<. pal government is of men; reſolving, by tho» 


«, grace of God, to hold the ſame conſtantly 


all the days of our life, and heartily wiſhing 


<« that God would bleſs all the Chriſtian kirks, 


4 eſpecially the famous kirk of England, : unto 


+ which: in all other reſpects we are fo nearly 
joined, with this divine form of government. 
& Thus having briefly and plainly given our 
judgment, for your ſatisfaction, and: deſiring 
t and hoping that ye will believe l 5 
miſreports, that we know not ſo much as 
f one man, mote or leſs eminent, amongſt- 
„aus of a different judgment, we commend 
„ en, nee e 09 ie e ee e 
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To this may we not alſo ſubjoin what is con- 
tained in an act of the Aſſembly 1647 The- 
act relates to ſome propoſitions which are men- 
tioned. in it, and the following part js worthy 
een lk ;u7 | roland 


% AND: conſidering withal, that one of the 
es ſpecial means which it becometh us in our. 


4 places and callings to uſe in purſuance of 
1 thoſe ends, is, in zeal for the true Reformed 


religion, to give our public teſtimony agaipſt 
er the dangerous tenets of Eraſtianiſm, Inde- 
e pendency, and which, is falſely called liberty 
64 M conſcience; which are not only contrary 
4 to ſound doctrine, but more ſpecial lets and 
*.. hindrances, as well to the preſervation of 
received doctrine, worſhip. — 
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of the conſtitution of the church, the neceſity 


of inferior judicatures obeying the ſentences &f 


ſupreme courts, the fatal conſequences of dil 
Obedience; and having inquired how far any 
ſtanding acts of the church Will fappott 4 Mi- 
niſter or à Preſbytery in their ke nh MA lob 
jection; we will proceed” now to conſider 

few things relating ts the pariſh and ſettlemet Ic 
of Twverkeithing ; by which we may ſee! whe- 


ther or not this was ſo violent 4 ſettlement, 2s 


could in an meaſure al diſobedience” rote 


orders of the e Genera 
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to take notice, * ff the people of the P 


had no colour of an obj ection to the preſen e 


Mr Richardſon s character as a 'Miniſter, his re- 
Fond for preaching, for his diſtinguiſhed 
oyalty, is ſo well eſtabliſhed, that there ate 


few pariſhes in Scotland who would not gladly 
accept of him: and the people © 
ing, when he was firſt propoſed” to them, diſ- 


covered no ſort of averſion to him ; but, on 8 


the contrary, ſeemed to be fond of his being 


8 
their Miniſter, until once he accepted of = 
of this 


preſentation, Here is the cauſe, then, 
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mighty ſtruggle they bave made, his weeping Ft 
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the 8 a thing which 1 the "ry re- 
quires, is neceſſary to intitle a man to the be · 
nefice, and which at any rate it was not in his 
power, nor in the power of the church, to re- 
wach. It is eaſy to ſee, What countenance an 
oppoſition ſo anton, ſo pnjuſt and ill found- 


5 Fe merited ; and what, muſt be the conſequen- 


ces, if atified. in ſuch unreaſon- 
and after the appoint- 


ment of the church to proceed 10 the ſettle- 


ment, out of twelve hundred examinable per- 


ſons in the pariſh, no more than a hundred and 
fifty heads of families appeared againſt him, 
— they neyer offered one ſingle objection. 
Wben the laſt Aſſembly appoint the-Preſby- 
tery of Dunfermline to proceed to the ſettle- 


ment, there was a majority of legal voters for 
him, and the concurrence of twenty-four heads 
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mitted, there were three more of the town- 


council, with a good number of the heads 
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currence to the Preſbytery, had they met; and 
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larly to hear him. When at laſt he was ad- 
mitted, there were twenty- four legal voters 
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of L. 31 Scat of valued rent. Now, let any 
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to depoſe one only of all the cohtumacious bre- 
thren; and Mr Gilleſpie was the man fixed up- 
on by a great majority of votes. Can any man 
ay; that the General Aſſembly in all this diſ- 
covered a ſpirit of tyranny or cruelty ? Did they 


not do all they could to prevent their comi 
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or the conſtitution of the church of Scotland 


- periſh, they contented themſelves with fixing 


"ny Oe one as an harper 0nd 0 the reſt. iel 


Tn OUGH 1 heartily dünn the condlun 
-6f the Preſbytery of Dunfermline; yet I would 
"gladly take notice of any thing that may ſerve 
to alleviate their guilt; and, upon this account, 


< there is one ſcene of iniquity which I will lay 


open. It is well enou wn, known, that the Preſ- 
bytery were ſupported - and countenanced in 


© their diſobedience by ſome clergymen, who, for 
their public appearances of one kind and ano- 


ther, have merited no great eſteem of the true 
; i" rh ane ee, on 5 rom: of * 


„ — 7 : 
* ; 0 1 8 7 ; * 
r N WROTE . ͤ PO © ir YT 2 dA ODS et 4» 6 + , FI. 
1 6 : . . ; - = * q 
#5 F 4 b 
F Ye; 
8 * 
8 ; 4 
6 p : . ö N 
V b 4 


1.7 1 


1 tht Pr eſbytery 4 not cenſi 
was the foundation of allt 0 . 


by certain hands, while others 


ere emplo ; 


as the dupes to propoſe-and ſuppott it. When 5 — 


the Aﬀembly lai: their expreſs commands u 


: nel ak = af | 35 
lowed, was manufactured ini a certain place, and 5 


the Preſbytery of Dunfermline io admit Mr Ri- N 


chardſon on the Th r/dgy durin of the time of their 
ſuting, one of the members 


Aucnce, in the qo.” He . to. F r= . 3 


that, Preſbytery;.! 1 
who hag been, oy a to. that; ba ye ri 4 


the ſtrait into which: the Preſbytery was brought, - —_ 


the. danger of diſobe 


lence, and how becoming 


a thing it would be in the people to _ 7 


their concurrence, that ſo the Preſbytery might 
proceed, and meet with no farther: trouble 


that affair. His arguments had great wei „ * 


with many; ſame of the El 


ers ſeemed Ae 
to yield; and there 


Vas great: hope, that, at al. 
ad appointed next, emis all 
ve been made eaſy 


900 


8 and kabel 8 than, .cither t 


41 ve pe 5-0 
member. of: the Preſhytery went "it on be 
T her 2 morning to Ter kee with the ſame „„ 

intention. But, alas! their endeavouss 
Were rendered abortive: ſome men of 3 „ x 


W - Go 7 2 278 ISS ! 
* ” £3 5 $1 e pl 
4 1 2 * . by 3 LEONG * 5 
5 . 2 1 
jad © I * A 
5 "4% n Wes * Po £29 
. gi > 5 13 * 0% 
. : : #6: . Tr 
* FIT ; * wy f 1 ; f 2 
. e 21,58 
4s 8 £8 5 2 , 9 25 $4 bY © 
$% F . YZ ? * 
Bos I In Fans, 
5 2 2 Ne { 3 FIG. 22 
IJ n 792 57 x Wh, 3. - = 1 
Sb nd? 2 N > S * 
19 4 — <a 
A * 7 * * 1 
* 5 31 1 * 1 vu 7 
o 3 ; £ < 4 4 
8 4 : * XY $ ; 
b TA . < 


as % n * p % $4 H® ; 
7 5 1 Re, 5 ITS, 
EG ; . 44 Wr * 
Nat £4 CAN Any Me 9 9 1 
4 1 * 23 = . £544 2 * 1 
2 1 Wot ' 4 4 1 Jy 
© ot Coin in A Ne 
pu 9 x % 7 \ 
C 
SW dd 
- Ly 6 * 


— n 
—— — 


ml 4 b ee n 'the”T hur/day,' 


"Sx 
5+ 


, F 3 : L 
* . 
4 ; i ö * « | 
j W 2 \ A 
7 & f n ; | $ 

* 2 - * N 75 = 1 * 
} ? . | 5 
f * 999 * e 5 Y. 

, 8 9 4 0 

1 * 


egen — 
e Padma 
pr, atrived from Edinburgh; Uiſparched, a6 
is alledged, by Mr N; and, introdu- 
clog Dime to ſeveral of the people of Iuer. 
_ teithing, particularly to the two women above 
mentidned, he gave them the moſt poſitive aſ- 
 farances, that che members of Aſſembly were 
pays cooled in chat affair ; that if the Preſ- 
| would: ſtand out, not à hair of their 
| 8 17 would be touched; and chat it would ar- 
gue great meanneſs of ſpirit in them to comply. 
"A f but too ſueceſs sful in his negotiations 3 
tho people greedihy fwallowed any thing that 
tended to humeur them in Hale prejudices: 
and thus, by this emiſſary, all the good endea- 
vours of the two Miniſters © were defeated; 
which; if they ad ſucceeded; would have left 
he church of Scotland, the Preſbytery of Dun- 


- ermline, and the people of Biwer ker thing, in 


pet ce, and have ptevented all the difagreeable, 
but neceſſary eonſequences Which lowed, 
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the church of Scotland, after doing al ſhe'c "4 

— revent ſuch a neceſſity, found herſelf at lt 0 

obliged to inflict cenſure upon ſome miſtaken 1 A 
0 difobedient brethren, to p ih 
of the evil, and to pre eſerve 
tion. 
hath caſt out, the will with the Spin ae te- 
ceive, upon his making proper acknowledg- 
ments. But I am ſorry to find, that Mr Gille. 
bie, by his own conduct; by his preaching; or 5 A 
his getting a mecting-houſe erected for him in 5 3 
Dusfermline, where they have already two Mi- 1 
niſters of the eſtabliſhed church; and by his 
baptizing (as I am informed) children in — | 3 | 
Miniſters pariſhes, and that without Yroper cer- _ 4 
tificates, ſeems to have given over all thoughts 5 8 
of reuniting himſelf to us. And while it © oa = 
to be our prayer to God, that he may be . E 
rected to ſuch a conduct as becomes him; ſo  _ © _ 
let us never ceaſe to pray, that the * * . 
Scotland may flouriſn in all her valuable j inte- 1 5 4 
reſts; that truth and purity may ever be the or- 4 | 
nament of our Zi 100 ; that peace may en 1 2 
within. our Jerufalen's walls; that our Paß F Fo 
and glorious conſtitution, founded upon e . 
word of God, derived to us from our anceſtors, 5 ol 
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